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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

Three Parishes Newsletter 

December & January 2017 
 

 

 
Dear Friends 

Together we are the body of Christ, and each of us has a part to play. 
 
Last month’s letter, written by Robin Dixon, reminded us that each and every one of us are called to 
ministry and that there are a wide variety of ways in which we can serve. Over the last few months this has 
been clearly seen across the benefice as people have taken on extra responsibilities to keep ‘the show on 
the road’ in my absence, and for that I thank you.  
 
Robin’s letter ended with the question, to what ministry or ministries is God calling you? As I have 
convalesced I have pondered that question, because even in ministry it is so easy to lose focus and find 
yourself doing things that perhaps aren’t your responsibility, and which over shadow those things you are 
called to do. I have been reminded that prayer, preaching the word of God and pastoral care of people are 
a priest’s priorities; but what about those things which don’t fall into these categories?   
 
A few years ago before an ordination service, the then Bishop of Salisbury, Bishop David said to a group of 
ordinands, “if you are being asked to do something and it’s not life-giving to you, then perhaps someone 
else will want to do it. If you don’t want to do it and none else wants to do it, then you can probably let it 
go.”  Why, because we all have gifts and strengths, and a healthy church is one in which every member is 
enabled to play their part. Together we are the body of Christ, and each of us has a part to play. 
 
I wonder how you answered Robin’s question? Are you brave enough to step out in faith and share your 
answer with me, a trusted friend or a member of your home-group? Are you willing to hear God’s call and 
begin to explore serving him in a new way, and in a way that is life-giving? I hope so, because across the 
benefice there are jobs that need doing, vacancies that need filling, opportunities for people to serve and 
use their gifts and strengths – no matter how young or how old you are. From administration to being a 
church warden; from flower arranging to cleaning; from finances to children’s work; from being on the PCC 
to leading a prayer meeting - there is something for everyone.  
 
If you haven’t already, spend a moment reading Robins letter in last month’s newsletter and answering his 
question, but don’t leave it there – put your answer into practice. Together we are the body of Christ, and 
each of us has a part to play. 
 
 

Rector’s Clinics! 
 

Over the next few weeks I will be trailing ‘Rector’s Clinic’ - these will be times I block out in my diary so that 
I always have time available to see people who would like to enquire about baptisms or weddings. These 
are also available for you. If you would like to talk to me about anything, the changes you see happening in 
our church, your own personal worries or how you can help the church then please make an appointment. 
Appointments can be made by contacting Liz in the Parish Office on 01225 872275 
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What’s in a name? 
 
Deciding on a name, whether for a new baby, (or like us, a new pet!) isn’t always straight forward. Do you 
choose a name because you like it or because it is a family tradition; because it is unusual or after a much  
 
 
admired celebrity; or because it matches a characteristic or perhaps because of its meaning?   
 
Amidst the usual trimmings of Christmas like tinsel, trees, turkey and gifts, if we look we will find a baby 
boy born to a young woman called Mary. In Matthew’s Gospel we read how Mary gave her son the name 
Jesus,  but what does the name Jesus mean? The name Jesus means God Saves - it tells who Jesus is, he is 
God; and what Jesus came to do, he came to save. Jesus was born as a human baby - kicking and crying 
like any other baby does. But Jesus was more than just a baby. He was also God’s Son. When people saw 
the baby, or saw the man Jesus grew up to be, they were seeing God. God was with them, which links to 
another name that Jesus is also known by, Emmanuel - which means God is with us.  
 
This Christmas, across the benefice there are a number of services planned where we will hear again the 
incredible story of Jesus birth, and the God who came to earth as a baby to save us, the God who is with us 
in the midst of the ups and downs of life, and the reason we celebrate Christmas. I do hope you will find 
time in your Christmas celebrations to join us. 
 
May God Bless you this Christmas and in the New Year with his gifts of love, hope and peace. 

  
Daile 

 
 

Parish Registers 
 

 
      
 
Funerals  
Albert Tanner   23rd November (Haycombe) 
 
 
Confirmations 
Robert Lynn 
Yvonne Tarrant 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 
throughout November 

 
Tuesday 8th November,  

52 Uplands Road at 7pm 
Hosted by Monika Earl and led 

by Julia Scott 
 

Thursday 17th November,  
5 Vernon Close at 7.30pm 

Hosted and led by Julia Norris 
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Important information regarding the future of 

 The Three Parishes Magazine 
 
Every month many are blessed to receive a copy of our newsletter. For some who can no 
longer attend, or perhaps never attend it is perhaps their only way of keeping in touch 
with the church.  
 
Can you help to keep this going? 
 
Newsletter Distribution in Saltford 
We need 1 or 2 volunteers to help with delivery of the Newsletter. Although the majority now receive their 
copy either on line or from one of the 3 churches we continue to deliver to people’s homes. Can you offer 
a little time once a month to deliver 6 Newsletters to Norman and Chelwood Road area and/or 4 bundles 
of Newsletters on north side of A4.  
 
The magazines would be delivered to your home by the person above you in our pyramid distribution 
system. If you can spare 15 minutes a month for one or both of the above, please contact Howard Griffiths 
on 01225 401737 or email hgriffiths@blueyonder.co.uk for full details. 
 
A number of regular church attenders continue to have their copy delivered to their homes. It would be 
very helpful if they could in future collect their copy from church. Please let Howard know if you are 
prepared to do so in order that he can rationalise our distribution system in the new year. Those unable to 
collect will continue to have it delivered. 
 
Compilation of the Newsletter 
The editorial team are looking for a volunteer who is computer literate and able to use WORD to assist 
with the editing and compilation of the Newsletter.  If you can offer a little of your time for this very 
worthwhile task, please contact Daile. 
 
Future Magazines 
A meeting of the Three Parishes Magazine Editorial committee in November decided that in 2017 there will 
be changes to the frequency of the magazine. Next year, the magazine will be produced every two months. 
Factors contributing to this decision include financial cost, a decrease in editorial copy and time constraints 
on our Rector and administrator. This decision can be changed if we are able to find a volunteer who can 
help with the compilation of the magazine.  
 
Calling All Budding Journalists 
The editorial team of the Three Parishes Newsletter would like to invite you to contribute short articles, as 
well as photos to our newsletter, so that we can share our stories with others across the benefice. Please 
send any articles to scnbenefice@gmail.com, and we will try to include them. If you are not sure if it is the 
sort of thing we are looking for, have a word with Howard Griffiths or Daile first.   
 
Copydate for the next newsletter will be 10th January at the latest. Please deliver all copy to the Parish 
Office. If you produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would please email it to: 
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Thank you for your support 
The Three Parishes Editorial Team 

 
 

mailto:hgriffiths@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 

Monday 9am    Morning Prayer -  we meet with our Local Ministry Group to pray in St Peter’s Church, 
Marksbury 
Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 
Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer -  in All Saints Corston 
 
Prayer Meetings 
Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, please see the weekly notice sheet for 
details of where and when these take place – they are open to everyone. 
Prayer Book 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each church has a prayer book in which you 
can write the names of those you would like us to remember in our prayers.  
One to one 
There are people available to pray with you if you have a particular need or find something within the 
service has challenged or inspired you. Please speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy and they 
will find someone who is willing to pray with you. Alternatively, if when you receive Communion, just 
speak to the Rector and she will pray for you then.  

 
 

 

  

 

How Do You Pray 
 

On the railway carriage window was a large S and the words “Stilte” and “Silence”. The train was leaving 
the station at Amsterdam airport. 
 

Inside the carriage a group of four around one table were holding a loud, jolly and boisterous conversation. 
One of them pointed out the notice on the window and was told, “Yes, but nobody cares” (!) 
Others held muted conversations, one whispered into her mobile ‘phone. Some sat with their eyes closed, 
others gazed into space, while most either read, or used their laptops. 
 

The vast majority were observing silence, but how many were keeping silence? (Within themselves as well 
as outwardly.) 
 

Pondering that question and reflecting on what the folk in that carriage were doing can reveal to us a lot 
about our understanding of, and attitude towards, silent prayer. 
 

Reflecting can always be productive if we give time and attention to it. 
 

But what of the very act of reflecting? How silent are we inside while we are reflecting? 
 

Those who are well practised in prayer, including silent prayer, say that their thoughts can intrude like 
chattering monkeys swinging from the branches. (But inside themselves!) Or can be like swarms of noisy 
bees buzzing all over the place and disturbing their attention in the silence…. and that when these are 
batted away, prayer as communion with God alone takes over. 
 

Prayer is a precious privilege granted by our gracious God and we are talking about it.  
Let us pray. 

Ken Plant 
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On November 6th, St Marys’ held its first Messy Church. The theme was creation, and those who attended 
enjoyed crafts, activities and food all set around a creation theme.  
 

We made our own fragile world out of balloons, ate planet meatballs, coloured animal masks and made a 
weather vane. Adults were catered for too, a glass of wine, chocolates and their own adult only table!  
 

There was a short act of worship were we heard the story of creation, sung songs, and prayed together for 
the world. Although the numbers who came were few, all who came (including the leaders) had a great 
time and are looking forward to the next one. 
 
Why not come along and join us on Sunday 4th December at 4pm in St Mary’s Church Hall  

 
Roman Saltford and the Heritage Centre 
 

In autumn 2015 Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society (BACAS) supported by volunteers from Saltford 
Environment Group (SEG) carried out at SEG’s request a geophysics survey for a significant section of the 
field on the south side of Saltford where a Roman coffin complete with the skeleton of a young man was 
found in 1948. In addition to the possible presence of some prehistoric roundhouses in the northern 
portion of the field, signs of what may be a Roman structure on higher ground to the southern end of the 
field were discovered. On 1st November 2016 with kind permission of the farmer Adam Stratton the 
search restarted from where we left off and this was completed on 10th November. SEG is very grateful to 
our friends and colleagues from BACAS and SEG volunteers for the hard work and dedication in 
undertaking and completing this fascinating survey. It appears that a very large Roman building, a villa 
perhaps, approximately 60 metres x 70 metres has been discovered by BACAS and SEG. This is very close to 
where the Roman stone coffin complete with Roman skeleton was found in 1948 and in view of the Roman 
artefacts found at this location this could well be a Roman building. SEG will be publishing further 
information on this discovery when expert analysis from our colleagues at BACAS has been completed and 
the final survey report will be published on SEG’s website www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk. Many 
fascinating Roman artefacts have been found in Saltford over the years including Roman roof tile and 
pottery fragments, a bronze spoon, brooches and coins. Earlier this year a rare Roman gilded brooch 
complete with black gemstone was found near the location of the building/villa; the brooch and some 
other Roman artefacts are ear-marked for the proposed new Heritage Centre to be established during 
2017 within the Church Hall. 
Phil Harding   
Chairman, Saltford Environment Group 

http://www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk/
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Stewardship Campaign and St Mary’s Financial Position 

 

 
Thanks to all who responded to our annual Stewardship Appeal to review and reflect on your giving to St 
Mary’s. I am very grateful to you for your generous support and appreciate that everyone’s financial 
circumstances are different and will change. This is why it is important for us all to review our giving on an 
annual basis.  This year the net result is a small increase in annual donations, however many people are 
still yet to return their forms. Please can I encourage you to return your forms (if you need another one 
just ask) even if your giving will remain the same 
 
However, I do also want you to be fully aware of our financial position which is very difficult to say the 
least.  Indeed, our cash balances have fallen from £34,382 at the end of 2013 to £13,400 at the end of 
2015.  Earlier this year we took the decision not to pay 2 months of our Parish Share totaling £11,452 with 
the hope this could be made up later in the year. Unfortunately, this will not be the case. 
 
As a PCC we have done all we can. We have reviewed our regular attendance figures which we submit 
annually to the diocese, which has reduced our share next year by approx. £9,000. We have reduced 
donations and costs where possible, as well as seeking advice from the Diocesan Stewardship Advisor. I 
also want you to be assured we have earmarked funds gratefully received via legacies into a separate 
account which will be used to help fund St Mary’s mission. Despite these actions we will end the year with 
an estimated cash balance of £3,500 and owing £11, 452 to the diocese.  
 
Good News 
 
The Good News is that with the responses, the reduction in share, the way we have been reviewing 
expenses we have been able to set a budget for next year that will see us breaking even in 2017. The 
question that remains is how do we tackle the £11 452 we owe to the diocese. A small sub-committee of 
the PCC will be looking at this in more detail with support from the Diocese. If you would like to be 
involved do get in touch. We are still looking for one or two people who are able to help with the role of 
treasurer. We would like to separate the role so that it isn’t too onerous on any one person, if that is you, 
again get in touch. 
 
Legacies 
 
This year we have received three legacies from much loved members of our congregation, Jean Edwards, 
Sandra Wilton and Joan Gay. The donations from Jean and Joan will be put towards the memorial garden. 
Sandra’s legacy was given for two purposes, one the memorial garden and the other towards worship. It 
has been decided to purchase new music edition hymn books for the choir in memory of Sandra. Alongside 
this, the PCC have decided to use the Malcolm Vaughan Fund to fund Messy Church for the year’s trial. The 
balance of the Gordon Reed Fund and the Judi Grabowski fund will contribute to purchasing the hymn 
books for the congregation. The PCC will also be using some of the Linda Poole Churchyard Fund to help 
preparation for the memorial garden. We are very grateful for the legacies we receive as they allow us, as 
a church, to continue with the mission we are called to. If you would like more information about leaving a 
legacy to St Mary’s, again get in touch. 
 
Once again thank you for all you give. If you have any questions about your contribution at any stage, 
please do not hesitate to let me know. The details of your financial support are, of course, confidential to 
me as the PCC Treasurer.                                     
 
Charles Bailey and Daile Wilshere  
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News from All Saints, Corston 
 

                        Diary      
 

December 3rd  10.30am  Christmas Village Market 
December 11th     6.30pm   Nine Lessons and Carols 
December 14th        12pm  Christmas Soup & Pudding Lunch 
December 18th  11.15am   Christingle service 
December 24th     5.00pm  Crib Service 
December 24th  11.15pm  Midnight Service 

 
2017 
 
 January 11th         12pm Soup & Pudding Lunch 
 January 15th    11.15am Blessing the Plough – Family Worship 
 January 19th      7.30pm Corston PCC meet in Church 
  

 
There will be no service in Corston on 1st January. We will have a Candlemas service at 4.00pm on January 
30th, which will be a Benefice service. 
 
 

Bible Study 
 
Bible study will take a break in December during Advent. The dates for January are the 5th, 12th and 26th. If 
you would like further information about these stimulating and interesting evenings contact Peter or 
Angela LeRoy on 873023. We meet at 7.30 for 8.00pm start at 8 Brook Cottages, and a warm welcome 
awaits you! 
 

Corston History Exhibition 
 
Corston History Exhibition held over the weekend of 8th & 9th 
October was a great success and lots of people were so 
interested to delve into their past and to learn how village life 
used to be. The church looked amazing, a display of wedding 
dresses, old christening gowns and wedding hats all which had 
been worn in the past in the church were on show. Flower 
arrangements were presented in church by all the groups who 
used the village hall and added to the beautiful display. In the 
hall was an exhibition of old photographs and history of old 
village life and we all learnt so much of the past. We ended 
the weekend with a songs of praise in the church led by 
Anthony see photo! Thanks to everyone who helped to make 
the weekend so successful especially Sue, Susan and Jenny. 
 

Corston Shoebox Appeal 2016 
 
We were so pleased to welcome Mary Leader to our Family 
Service in October who came to talk to us about the work of 
Operation Christmas Child. We were shown slides and a video 
clip of deprived children receiving shoeboxes and the 
excitement on their faces was amazing. How fortunate we are 
to be able to take part in this wonderful venture bringing so 
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much joy to children who have nothing. Thank you to all Corston friends who knitted hats and scarves or 
donated items to go in the boxes or money to pay for their carriage. We were able to send 45 boxes and 
over £200 this year.   Liz Acton 
 

News from Newton St Loe 
Vestry Repairs 
 
You will have seen in previous newsletters why funds are needed for repairs but the importance of 
preserving the building for our successors, both worshippers and non-worshippers, should be explained: 
Holy Trinity Church is listed Grade II* which means it is a building in the top 3 - 8% of heritage interest in 
the country and recently it was placed on the Heritage At Risk Register due to movement and the need for 
underpinning. 

 
The Heritage Lottery Fund project development work is almost complete, the revised plans and 
specifications and update of tenders should be submitted by 1 December. So that the details can be 
advised to interested folks  there will be an open meeting at The Mullions on Monday 12 December 2016 
at 7.30pm, to inform on the updated cost of repairs, the finances and the heritage project, also to discuss 
future fund raising activities. 
 

Newton St Loe May Day Meeting  

 
This will be held on Monday 30 January 2107 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  

 
Bellringing at Corston & Newton St Loe for December 

 

 

Monday 5th December - Corston 7.30pm 

Monday 12th December - Newton St Loe 7.30pm 

Monday 19th December - Corston 7.30pm 

Saturday 24th December - Midnight Mass ringing at Corston 

Monday 26th December - practice cancelled 

 
If you are interested in learning to ring or would like to look at the bells and find out what goes on upstairs 
in the belfry, please get in touch and we'd love to 'show you the ropes!' We have ringers of all ages and 
you don't have to be very strong or even musical to be able to ring bells. I promise your feet will stay firmly 
on the floor too!          
Nicki Lang - Tower Captain, Newton St Loe  (01761 568729) 
 
 

Is this what we mean by a Church without walls? by David Cox 
  
Abou Ben Adhem    By Leigh Hunt 
 
Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increase!)  
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,  
And saw, within the moonlight in his room,  
Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom,  
An angel writing in a book of gold:—  
Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,  
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And to the presence in the room he said,  
"What writest thou?"—The vision raised its head,  
And with a look made of all sweet accord,  
Answered, "The names of those who love the Lord."  
"And is mine one?" said Abou. "Nay, not so,"  
Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low,  
But cheerly still; and said, "I pray thee, then,  
Write me as one that loves his fellow men."  
  
The angel wrote, and vanished. The next night  
It came again with a great wakening light,  
And showed the names whom love of God had blest,  
And lo! Ben Adhem's name led all the rest.  

Bishops 

I read recently the obituary of David Jenkins, formerly Bishop of Durham which inevitably recalled his 
reputation as the ‘Heretic Bishop’ who supported the Miners, provoked fire from Heaven and was hated by 
Margaret Thatcher.  My own memory of him is as the eager, supportive leader of a group of church social 
agencies in London. ‘Heretic Bishop’?  Not to us the children of South Bank Religion and inheritors of the 
notorious  “Honest to God” generation.  Reading the tributes to Bishop David prompted me to recall some 
others I have encountered. 
 

I suppose my first was Dr Wand, of Bath and Wells by whom I was confirmed in Bath Abbey and who gave 
out prizes at my school.  You will recall that it was he who supported the Queen on her right hand side at 
the Coronation. 
 

Most subsequent contacts came in my working life in London.  Only once do I remember in Hackney 
chatting to a Bishop on a public Borough occasion.  That was Archbishop Runcie.  However after leaving 
Hackney to become Director of Southwark Wel-care opportunities expanded rapidly. 
 

My first Wel-care boss was Bishop Ronnie Bowlby.  He was scrupulous in ensuring his new colleague had 
regular meetings to discuss progress, even if he occasionally took a quiet 20 winks.  I recall being button-
holed by him on the staircase of the building where we had Wel-care’s office.  “Would I”, he enquired 
“accept the post of ‘Bishop’s Visitor’?  This was a newly created job set up in consequence of a campaign 
led by Frank Field MP.  There was mounting concern in the Church about the number of situations where 
clergy were deserting their wives and families.  Those were days before dioceses’ had set up arrangements 
to help clergy cope with mounting stress.  The ‘Visitors’ were recruited to tackle a considerable backlog of 
cases where clergy husbands had decamped and their families were required to vacate the vicarage within 
a stated period.  South London had Church property in some of the less salubrious areas and could offer 
some assistance to other dioceses.  This meant the Visitors had the extra tasks of helping families re-locate 
to unfamiliar areas and new schools on account of the break-down.  I did this job for several years, both in 
Southwark and later in Bath and Wells. 
 

One of my early encounters on joining Wel-care was my first visit to the Bishop of Kingston, Peter Selby, 
who on welcoming me enquired if I felt “Like the Captain of a sinking ship”?  Not, I felt, very encouraging!  
But I am happy to say, though changed and developed over the years Wel-care still sails on in Southwark. 
 

Our other Suffragen Bishop was Peter Hall, a very supportive, down to earth man, whose previous post had 
been at the Bull Ring in Birmingham.  I recall one occasion on a training when he got us all worked up 
raring to go with his rendering of Jonah’s unwelcome mission to Nineveh!  I believe he was also the one 
who begged us, when tasked with leading intercessions, to avoid giving God His Orders for the day or 
alternatively collapsing into “God bless everything”. 
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Anyone working for a Church organisation has to join Committees – it goes with the job.  That is how I first 
met John Gladwin, later Bishop of Chelmsford.  He chaired the Social Policy Committee of Synod tasked 
with producing papers to help the Church understand the failures and successes of various current policies.  
He it was who, needing to resign from the Board of Church Army, suggested my name as a possible 
replacement.  It took time to come to grips with C/A but I had much help from the members – who always 
included a couple of Bishops.  Eventually I became Vice Chair and the first Woman Chair and am still very 
much in touch. 
 

A colleague on Church Army Board was Tim Thornton, now Bishop of Truro.  Both his parents were Church 
Army members and he had formerly been rector of the London Church where Wilson Carlile, founder of 
Church Army had served.  Our own parish of St Mary’s, Saltford, numbers several current Church Army 
supporters and have had the opportunity of seeing them commissioned and ordained by Bishop Tim in the 
Cathedral. 
Committees again!  Another good memory is serving on one chaired by Jim Thompson.  How delighted we 
were when he was translated to Bath and Wells when we feared he was going to be snapped up by 
Birmingham.  So when I returned to the west I already had a friend at Court.  As the Bishop said when we 
crossed paths on several occasions, once notably at Corston, “We must stop meeting like this”.  As in 
Southwark, I reported directly to Bishop Jim on the Bishop’s Visitor work (did they ever find a more 
appropriate name, I wonder?).  Once there was a big meeting of Anglican Bishops from far and wide with 
their wives.  The story was that some African ladies whose husbands had just been made Bishops were 
having Sewing Bees to construct episcopal robes.  And they had managed to find one who helped make 
Mitres.  Now, this happened at a time when the re-enactment group I belonged to were planning a St 
Nicholas Day at Farleigh Hungerford castle.  We had made his cope from cloth from Wells market stall but 
had the same problem as the Bishops’ wives.  How to make a Mitre?  At my regular meeting with Bishop 
Jim I spotted a clutch of croziers in one corner of the office.  It prompted me to ask if he had a handy mitre 
I could look at to see how it was constructed.  The Bishop went over to the crozier corner, had a rumple 
and came back with a plain, unadorned mitre.  “You can have it” he said “it doesn’t fit me very well”.  It 
looked superb on St Nicholas when all I had to do was embroider 3 gold coins on the front, the signature of 
the Saint. 

This tale is too long.  But I would just like to record some very fleeting Bishop contacts.  Rowan Williams, 
when Bishop of Monmouth, asked Bishop Jim for my service as Bishop’s Visitor as the Church in Wales had 
not set up a scheme.  I was able to undertake this.  I also met Bishop Carey, the amazing Bishop of 
Birmingham Montefiore whose enthusiasm for projects left me gasping for air.  Finally I recall with real 
affection Brother Michael of the Franciscan Order who became Bishop of St Germans.  We met first at 
Student Christian Movement meetings at Swanwick and later when he too chaired a committee I was on.  
In my busy part of retirement I also had the pleasure of working with two Bishops of Taunton, Nigel 
McCullough and Andrew Radford.  And finally two “writing” Bishops, John Pritchard and Stephen Cottrell 
who also share my Church Army allegiance and whose books I treasure.  Perhaps one day I’ll meet a 
Woman Bishop!  Here’s hoping. 
June Simpson  

A Christmas Parable (source unknown). 

Very early every morning a gnarled old fisherman and his wife heaved their heavy wooden boat down the 
shore and into the warm sea and after a brief farewell the man began to row away. After a long day of 
rowing and drifting in the blazing sun with his fishing pole in the boat, his wife searched the scene for a 
sight of her husband. When he came near enough, she shouted 'caught anything? 'However, it was 
another day of hard work and no fish. How long could this go on? The boat was pulled up and they 
gloomily sloped back to their frail shack higher up the beach. 
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At that moment, a fairy appeared! 'Hi! I can grant you three wishes'. 

Amazed, the fisherman said 'Wow. I'll have new outboard motor please' and so with a wave of the fairy's 
wand and a PLINK, the wish was granted as, on the boat, appeared a shiny new outboard motor. Turning to 
the wife, the fairy said 'Your turn!'. The wife, conscious of their plight straight-way said 'I would like food 
on the table please'. The fairy wand was waved again and with a PLINK the wish was granted and there 
before them was table groaning with the weight of wonderful food from around the world. 

The fairy then asked the couple for their last wish. After a short chat together they asked the fairy for 'a 
home fit for a king'. The fairy smiled, waved her wand and with PLINK, there they were standing in a grimy, 
smelly stable with damp straw underfoot! 

'So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father's one and only Son.'  

The Bible. John 1:14 (New Living Translation) 

Thank you Lord Jesus …        Bernard Smith 
 

 
A little nostalgia 

 
Recently while thinking of my family and how we would spend Christmas this year, I read a well loved piece 
of poetic prose by Dylan Thomas that brought back so many memories of my childhood. Although set near 
Swansea it could be anywhere in the country in the late 40s or early 50s; before the days of electricity in 
the home, television, computer games and tablets and other sophisticated gadgetry. Christmas presents 
were few and different to today without the promotion and  mass advertising months before. The games 
children played were bound only by the limit of imagination, nearly always outside, in all weathers, and 
nobody worried as long as we were home for meals. I hope you enjoy the following extracts from: 

 

A Child's Christmas In Wales - by Dylan Thomas 

One Christmas was so much like another, in those years around the sea-town corner now and out of all 
sound except the distant speaking of the voices I sometimes hear a moment before sleep, that I can never 
remember whether it snowed for six days and six nights when I was twelve or whether it snowed for 
twelve days and twelve nights when I was six. 
All the Christmases roll down toward the two-tongued sea, like a cold and headlong moon bundling down 
the sky that was our street; and they stop at the rim of the ice-edged fish-freezing waves, and I plunge my 
hands in the snow and bring out whatever I can find….. 
It was snowing. It was always snowing at Christmas. December, in my memory, is white as Lapland, though 
there were no reindeers. But there were cats. Patient, cold and callous, our hands wrapped in socks, we 
waited to snowball the cats. Sleek and long as jaguars and horrible-whiskered, spitting and snarling, they 
would slink and sidle over the white back-garden walls, and the lynx-eyed hunters, Jim and I, fur-capped 
and moccasined trappers from Hudson Bay ,,,, would hurl our deadly snowballs at the green of their eyes. 
………. 
Years and years ago, when I was a boy, when there were wolves in Wales, and birds the colour of red-
flannel petticoats whisked past the harp-shaped hills, when we sang and wallowed all night and day in 
caves that smelt like Sunday afternoons in damp front farmhouse parlours, and we chased, with the 
jawbones of deacons, the English and the bears, before the motor car, before the wheel, before the 
duchess-faced horse, when we rode the daft and happy hills bareback, it snowed and it snowed. But here a 
small boy says: "It snowed last year, too. I made a snowman and my brother knocked it down and I 
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knocked my brother down and then we had tea." 
Presents: 
"There were the Useful Presents: engulfing mufflers of the old coach days, and mittens made for giant 
sloths; zebra scarfs of a substance like silky gum that could be tug-o'-warred down to the galoshes; blinding 
tam-o'-shanters like patchwork tea cozies and bunny-suited busbies and balaclavas for victims of head-
shrinking tribes; from aunts who always wore wool next to the skin, there were moustached and rasping 
vests that made you wonder why the aunts had any skin left at all; and once I had a little crocheted nose 
bag from an aunt now, alas, no longer whinnying with us. And pictureless books in which small boys, 
though warned with quotations not to, would skate on Farmer Giles' pond and did and drowned; and 
books that told me everything about the wasp, except why." 
"Go on the Useless Presents." 
"Bags of moist and many-colored jelly babies and a folded flag and a false nose and a tram-conductor's cap 
and a machine that punched tickets and rang a bell; never a catapult; once, by mistake that no one could 
explain, a little hatchet; and a celluloid duck that made, when you pressed it, a most unducklike sound, a 
mewing moo that an ambitious cat might make who wished to be a cow; and a painting book in which I 
could make the grass, the trees, the sea and the animals any colour I pleased, and still the dazzling sky-blue 
sheep are grazing in the red field under the rainbow-billed and pea-green birds…. And troops of bright tin 
soldiers who, if they could not fight, could always run. And Snakes-and-Families and Happy Ladders. And 
Easy Hobby-Games for Little Engineers, complete with instructions. Oh, easy for Leonardo! And a packet of 
cigarettes: you put one in your mouth and you stood at the corner of the street and you waited for hours, 
in vain, for an old lady to scold you for smoking a cigarette, and then with a smirk you ate it. And then it 
was breakfast under the balloons." 
"Were there Uncles like in our house?" 
"There are always Uncles at Christmas. The same Uncles. Men and women wading or scooping back from 
chapel, with taproom noses and wind-bussed cheeks, all albinos, huddles their stiff black jarring feathers 
against the irreligious snow. Mistletoe hung from the gas brackets in all the front parlours; there was 
sherry and walnuts and bottled beer and crackers by the dessertspoons; and cats in their fur-abouts 
watched the fires; and the high-heaped fire spat, all ready for the chestnuts and the mulling pokers. Some 
few large men sat in the front parlours, without their collars, ….. 
Bring out the tall tales now that we told by the fire as the gaslight bubbled like a diver. Ghosts whooed like 
owls in the long nights when I dared not look over my shoulder; animals lurked in the cubbyhole under the 
stairs and the gas meter ticked. And I remember that we went singing carols once, when there wasn't the 
shaving of a moon to light the flying streets. At the end of a long road was a drive that led to a large house, 
and we stumbled up the darkness of the drive that night, each one of us afraid, each one holding a stone in 
his hand in case, and all of us too brave to say a word. The wind through the trees made noises as of old 
and unpleasant and maybe webfooted men wheezing in caves. We reached the black bulk of the house. 
"What shall we give them? Hark the Herald?" 
"No," Jack said, "Good King Wencelas. I'll count three." One, two three, and we began to sing, our voices 
high and seemingly distant in the snow-felted darkness round the house that was occupied by nobody we 
knew. We stood close together, near the dark door. Good King Wencelas looked out On the Feast of 
Stephen ... And then a small, dry voice, like the voice of someone who has not spoken for a long time, 
joined our singing: a small, dry, eggshell voice from the other side of the door: a small dry voice through 
the keyhole. And when we stopped running we were outside our house; the front room was lovely; 
balloons floated under the hot-water-bottle-gulping gas; everything was good again and shone over the 
town. 
"Perhaps it was a ghost," Jim said.  
"Perhaps it was trolls," Dan said, who was always reading. 
"Let's go in and see if there's any jelly left," Jack said. And we did that. 
Always on Christmas night there was music. An uncle played the fiddle, a cousin sang "Cherry Ripe," and 
another uncle sang "Drake's Drum." It was very warm in the little house. Auntie Hannah, who had got on to 
the parsnip wine, sang a song about Bleeding Hearts and Death, and then another in which she said her 
heart was like a Bird's Nest; and then everybody laughed again; and then I went to bed. Looking through 
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my bedroom window, out into the moonlight and the unending smoke-coloured snow, I could see the 
lights in the windows of all the other houses on our hill and hear the music rising from them up the long, 
steady falling night. I turned the gas down, I got into bed. I said some words to the close and holy darkness, 
and then I slept.   

The full version can be found on the following link:  

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/a-child-s-christmas-in-wales/ 

It is well worth a read in full or listen to Dylan Thomas’ recording in 1952 on 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv4-sgFw3Go                                                                       Howard Griffiths  

 
 

 
 

TWO VIEWS ON  
TWO BISHOPS AND AN ARCHBISHOP 

 
What a treat, two visits to Wells Cathedral in 
four days! 
The first was to support our two church 
members, Yvonne and Rob, at their 
confirmation, which was a joyous occasion as 
a full church sang, prayed and declared faith 
together. 70 people were confirmed by 
Bishops Peter and Ruth, a few were also 
baptised. We asked for God’s spirit, presence 
and power to help them and us to live, speak 
and work to the glory of God.  The candidates 
were given a lighted candle and were sent 
out to go in the light of Christ to shine in a 
dark world. As they walked down the 
cathedral the Bishops led, waving sparklers, 
as it was 5th November, indeed a day to 
remember! 
 
The second occasion was to hear the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, who was spending a few days in our diocese. Our diocesan vision 
is that in response to God’s immense love for us, we seek to be God’s people living and telling the story of 
Jesus. 
 
Archbishop Justin is very down-to-earth and an excellent speaker. He encouraged us to be captured afresh 
by the love of Christ (as they were in the early church, where numbers grew daily) which will inspire us to 
share our story with others. He’s not worried that numbers in church might be falling, bringing people to 
faith is God’s job, but how will people know about Jesus unless we tell them? (Romans 10).  
Witnessing is positive feedback which energises the church.  Jesus’ message is one of reconciliation – love 
overcomes hatred and bitterness.  Sharing our faith isn’t always easy and we won’t have all the answers to 
peoples’ questions, but we can tell them what we DO know -  God loves everyone, whether they have a 
different culture, lifestyle or custom. whether we like them or not! Christ’s family is worldwide, many in it 
will be different from us but his grace is revolutionary. The Archbishop encouraged us to be as ready to 
witness as we are to worship. A person can make no better decision in life than to be a disciple of Jesus. He 

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/a-child-s-christmas-in-wales/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv4-sgFw3Go
http://www.poemhunter.com/dylan-thomas/poems/
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said that every church should have an activity which tells people the gospel message.  God’s work is made 
possible by prayer. Are we up for the challenge? 
 
The Archbishop said much more, the talk was recorded so hopefully we can all hear it very soon and be 
inspired to move forward together in God’s plan – watch this space!                                                                                        
Judy Penny 
 

 
As a new Lay Pastoral Assistant, it was both a privilege and a pleasure to be invited, along with clergy, 
readers and other members of the Church to hear the Archbishop of Canterbury give an address in Wells 
Cathedral. He was visiting the diocese of Bath and Wells for 3 days, speaking to schools, colleges, midwife 
services, a community hub in a pub, and a walk up Glastonbury Tor. He is fit, funny, humble and a powerful 
witness for Christ. 
 
The theme for Justin Welby’s address was ‘Mission and Evangelism at the heart of all we do.’ We were 
challenged in so many areas, the first being ‘Having a vision doesn’t mean that it will be put into action.’ 
Action involves doing something, and every Christian must be a part of that doing (witnessing). We cannot 
be a witness unless we know Christ for ourselves. We may have to consider why we are in church at all. 
Can we recapture the time when we realised Christ’s love for us and thus our love for Him – He died and 
rose again that He might live in us and we in Him. We all need to be transformed, and thankfully God sent 
His Spirit to enable this to happen. We just need to pray and be filled totally so that we have the power 
and the confidence to talk about Jesus to others whenever the opportunity arises. 
 
We all have a story to tell, each of us coming to Christ in a different way. This is not a competition among 
believers to see who does or says most. We just need to be ourselves but with Christ fully in us. As we take 
on Christ’s love and life we will be transformed and reconciled both with God and with human kind, so that 
grudges and criticisms will go, forgiveness will follow, and above all there will be love.   GOD IS LOVE 
Julie Bracewell 
 

 
 
 

An evening with  

 
Sunday 19th January 2017 at 6.30pm  

in St Marys Church Hall 
 

There will be an opportunity to watch and listen to the talk given by the Archbishop in Wells Cathedral 
when he visited our Diocese in November. 

 
The Archbishop will be exploring what it means to put mission and evangelism at the heart of 

everything we do.  
Come and be inspired. 
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Circle of Friends 
 

Due to lack of demand, the Circle of Friends will not meet again in 2017 on a monthly basis. It is hoped that 
a few events will be organised during the year such as a discovery stroll  to a place of interest, and a parish 
picnic. Volunteers will be welcomed!  Many thanks are extended to all those who have helped me over the 
years.      Hilary 

 
 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings throughout December & January 
 
Thursday 1st December, 14 Beresford Close at 8pm. Hosted & led by Nigel & Rachel Taylor 
Tuesday 13th December, 433 Bath Road at 6.30pm. Hosted and led by Dave Faulkner 
Tuesday 3rd January, 18 High Street at 7.45pm. Hosted and led by Ken Plant 
Friday 13th January, 4 Roundmoor Close at 9.30am. Hosted and led by Judy Penny 
Tuesday 24th January, 24 Anson Close at 7.30pm. Hosted and led by Jackie & Julian Balsdon  
 
 
 

 A Message from Bishop Peter 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Wonder and worship 
Have you ever wondered how many stars there are?  We know there are lots and we know we can’t count 
them.  It is clearly not a straightforward question.  So what do we know? We believe the universe is some 
14 billion light years old.  We think it is expanding, but we don’t know if it is infinitely large or not.  And the 
fact that space-time seems to be curved makes it even more complicated.  But if the Milky Way has some 
100 million stars in it and if there are in the order of 100 trillion galaxies, we are looking at something like 
‘1 followed by 24 noughts’ as a answer.  That is a lot of stars! And throughout all of human history people 
have wondered not only how many stars there are but also who made them. 
The Bible gives us an answer to this and reveals God as the Creator of all things.  The prophet Isaiah wrote 
this: ‘Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these?  He brings out the starry host one 
by one, and calls them each by name.  Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is 
missing.’   (Isaiah 40: 26) 
Stars are beautiful, mysterious, awe-inspiring.  They cause us to wonder and marvel. Who has not stopped 
at some point and just gazed at the night sky? It is said that the US President Franklin D Roosevelt used to 
take his guest out after dinner to look at the night sky. They would stare at the stars and then he would 
say: ‘Now that we feel small enough, let us discuss our business.’  
At the first Christmas it was a star that led the wise men to the baby Jesus. ‘When they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, they bowed down and worshipped him.’ Christmas reminds us that Jesus is God’s Son, 
our Saviour and our Lord. In the midst of all else that is happening may we make sure that we take time to 
wonder and to worship.   
 
Yours in Christ,                                                                                                      +Peter Bath & Wells 
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Christmas Truce 1914 
 

The guns are silent now. 
In no-man's-land the mud is churned and frozen, 

In eerie silence—frosted, glittering mounds, 
Hard green ponds of slime, 

Where men have fought and died 
This afternoon. 

 
The guns are silent now. 

In trenches, deep and cheerless. 
Cold gaping slits in Flanders, sodden soil, 

The soldiers wait, alert and fearful; 
Listening for the sounds they know so well: 

The click of bolt, the clink of steel 
The scurrying feet and furtive shadows in the dark, 

And then the blinding flash, the searing pain 
That heralds sweet oblivion. 

The men are silent now. 
They wait in poignant expectation, 

For this could be a truly special night 
When fighting stops in honour of a baby boy. 

For this is Christmas Day. 
The moon shines bright: the frost bites hard. 

The air is crisp and clear. 
 

The world seems silent now- 
Yet, faintly like a newborn soul released, 

Exploring the intervening waste, 
A note of joy is clearly heard. 

A note, a voice, alone and querulous in the void, 
And in that voice comes life, 

And that life is the light of men both foe and friend. 
The silent world is shattered now. 

The bond of fear is broken 
As one more voice and yet another join 
To swell the joyful chorus of the night. 

O silent night! 0 holy night! 
All is calm as fear and anger slink away 

And erstwhile enemies rise fearless from their fitful beds. 
They join together there in no-man’-land 
To share a common joy that overcomes 

The gross futility of war. 
 

By David Cox 
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Pre-Christmas Flower & Craft Evening 

An enormous thank you to everyone who supported the event on Thursday 17 
November. The evening was extremely well attended and raised an incredible 
£1,000 for Christian Aid's Community Partnership scheme. With gift aid and 
matched government funding this translates to over £4,000 being sent to 
improve the lives of women in Ethiopia. Special thanks to all who generously 
gave their time and talents to make the evening such a success, particularly 
Steph of Saltford Flowers by Design who gave us such a wonderful floristry 
demonstration. 

 

 
Advance dates for your 2017 diaries 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 5th February 2017 
 from 4-6pm in St Mary’s Church Hall 

 
 
 
Annual 3 Villages Coffee Morning 
The Coffee Morning in aid of Dorothy House Hospice and CLIC Sargent (caring for Children with cancer) will 
be held in Saltford Hall on Monday February 13th 2017 starting at 10 am. 
  
 
 
Christian Aid Soup & Cheese Lunch 
The Christian Aid Soup and Cheese lunch will be held on Saturday March 4th 
2017 in Saltford Hall starting at 12 noon. 
 

 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and 
Newton St Loe  

 
PCC Meetings 

12th January – Newton St Loe 
19th January – Corston 
26th January – Saltford 

 

Please remember in prayer  
all who serve on the PCC’s 

across the benefice 
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The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 
 

A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the Church a safe and welcoming 
place for all through the implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have 
any safeguarding concerns regarding children, young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd 
Daile Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer on 01225 359014. The Benefice 
Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment to the 
welcome, care, and protection of all in our Church community. A copy is available for all to read in each of 
the Churches 
 
 
Benefice Contact Details 
 
The Parish Office, 
St Mary’s Church Hall, High Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL  
Tel: 01225 872275  
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
Rector: Revd Daile Wilshere  dailewilshere@live.co.uk   Tel: 01225 872275  
 
 
St Mary’s Saltford   
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133 John Norris 01225 872750 
PCC Email: lynnemould@btinternet.com 
 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe  
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Ian Tadd 01225 426489    
PCC Email: newtonpcc@gmail.com 
 
 
All Saints, Corston  
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
PCC Email: corstonpcc@gmail.com  
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